The specificity and cellular origin of phenylethanolamine N-methyltransferase (PNMT)-like immunoreactivity in psoriatic skin.
Phenylethanolamine N-methyltransferase (PNMT)-like immunoreactivity has been found in psoriatic skin and in this study, PNMT-like immunoreactivity was investigated in the involved and uninvolved skin of six patients with lichen planus and four patients with lichen simplex. No PNMT immunoreactivity was observed in these diseases. Studies were carried out using cultured fibroblasts from two patients with psoriasis from uninvolved and involved areas of skin and from two controls using antibodies to PNMT, as well as antibodies to the chemical messengers somatostatin, substance P, parathyroid hormone and peptide histidine isoleucine amide. No immunoreactivity to these substances was found, and fibroblasts are unlikely to be the cellular origin of the PNMT-like immunoreactivity as seen in psoriatic skin.